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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O God our rock, forgive us for deviat-

ing from Your will. Forgive us for care-
less work and half-finished projects. 
Forgive us for labors we have not yet 
begun because of procrastination. For-
give us for people we have hurt or dis-
appointed. Forgive us for failing those 
who most need our help. Forgive us for 
the promises we have broken and the 
vows we have forgotten. Forgive the 
times we have disobeyed and grieved 
You. 

Use Your lawmakers today as agents 
of reconciliation. Teach them to love 
You as You have loved them. 

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, leadership time is 
reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning 
business for up to 60 minutes, with the 
first half of the time under the control 
of the majority leader or his designee 
and the second half of the time under 
the control of the Democratic leader or 
his designee. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing we have set aside the first hour for 
a period of morning business to allow 
Senators to speak. Following that 
time, we will begin consideration of the 
small business health plans bill. Yes-
terday we invoked cloture on the mo-
tion to proceed and last night we 
reached the agreement to begin the bill 
this morning. 

Chairman ENZI will be here to speak 
with Members about their amend-
ments. We hope we can consider 
amendments related to the bill 
throughout today’s session, and there-
fore I expect votes today. I ask Sen-
ators who have relevant amendments 
to come to the floor to speak to the 
two managers to see if they can reach 
an agreement to debate those amend-
ments. 

In addition, we have the Tax Relief 
Act conference report that was filed in 
the House yesterday. We will consider 
that conference report this week once 
it arrives from the House. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS HEALTH PLANS 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I want to 
take this opportunity to paint the larg-
er picture of why the small business 
health plans are so important to our 
Nation, to everyday Americans, and to 
the 46 million people who do not have 
health insurance today, and how it af-
fects the cost of health care and thus 
the quality and access to health care. 

Much of the discussion that has gone 
on and that will go on as we proceed 
with this bill centers on the fact that 
America is facing a health insurance 
crisis. It centers on the fact that 
health care premiums are growing. 
They are growing faster than individ-

uals’ wages or income, and this grow-
ing cost—skyrocketing cost—of pre-
miums translates into a significant 
portion of the 46 million people who 
don’t have insurance today—solely be-
cause of the price of the premiums of 
health insurance. I do think—in fact, I 
know—that is unacceptable in a coun-
try that is as prosperous as ours. 

The medical impact and the impact 
on quality of life and life itself is em-
bodied in the statistic that the Insti-
tute of Medicine reported in the fact 
that 18,000 Americans die prematurely 
each year because they don’t have 
health insurance. A lot of people say 
why, because you eventually can get 
into a hospital, but it boils down to the 
fact that if you have some health in-
surance—just some health insurance— 
you do better than if you don’t have 
health insurance. People can still go to 
emergency rooms whether they have 
health insurance, but entry into our 
system is much easier if you have 
health insurance. 

So this is a big problem that troubles 
me as a Senator and as a physician, 
and it troubles and should trouble 
every American. That is why we are on 
this issue today. 

About 60 percent of uninsured em-
ployees today work for small busi-
nesses. Unfortunately, these sky-
rocketing health insurance costs, cou-
pled with very complicated State regu-
lations, are pricing small businesses 
out of the health insurance market. 
They simply can’t afford to buy insur-
ance and to offer that insurance to 
their employees. 

We hear a lot of statistics on the 
floor, we have already heard a lot, and 
you will hear them continually over 
the next couple of days as we address 
this issue. In the past 5 years, the cost 
of health insurance to companies has 
nearly doubled from roughly $4,200 per 
family—almost double—to $8,100. In 
2005 alone, health care costs rose three 
times faster than inflation, and even 
faster for many small businesses. Con-
sequently, the small firms, the small 
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